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I suppose you(most of you, or all of you, I should say)
get the strong and unpleasant impression that the Japanese
are not interested in Islam at all. And much to my regret,
in fact, the Japanese mostly have no interest in Islanm.

U The Japanese, however, have such a mental tendency, not
because they dislike Islam, but simply because they have no
real kyowledge of it. The information on Islam ever given
to the Japanese is very superficial. If you ask an average
" What do you know about Islam ? ",
he(or she)may answer,” Well, let me see, a kind of religio
n, and well, let me see, I don’t know more.” Another may an
swer,” Alcohol as well as pork is forbidden, but four wives
are given instead.” Others will give you more or less sanme

answers.

I hope that you don’t think that the Japanese are._g

Japanese, for instance, .

@{I have given lectures on Islamic History at a Japanese ¢
ollege for 25 long years. Even the college students who oug
ht to be eager for new knowledge have the same mental tende
ncy.

In Japan, as you know, a new semester starts in April. Ever
y year, in April, )@

Some of you may study here in Japan physical science,
or scientific technique, say, physics, chemistry, engineeri
ng, electronics, computer science and so on. Some others na
y study, on the contrary, social science, say, economics or

financial administration and so on.
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